To  the  respective  Braruhes  of  the  Manu-  difficulties;  the  formidable  opponents  to 
mission  Society  of  Tennessee.  this,  interest,  avarice,  pride. 

Friends,  Brethren,  and  fellow  vamty,  ambition,  and  the  spirit  of  domi* 

LABOURERS  IN  THE  CAUSE  OF  nation,  with  all  their  subordinate  train  of 

SUFFERING  HUMANITY.  minor  Satellites,  will  start  up  at  every 

The  Annual  Convention  now  sitting  at  comer. 

Lostcreek  Meeting  House,  Jefferson  therefore  exhort  you  brethren  to 

County,  Tennessee,  having  deemed  it  persevere  with  firmness,  calmness  and 
expedient  to  address  you  on  the  humane,  candour,  in  this  the  best  of  causes;  and 
benevolent  and  philanthropic  subject,  ^e  recommend  to  you,  to  use  gentleness 
which  is  the  object  of  this  institution,  and  &nd  moderation,  in  all  your  endeavours 
which  is  to  endeavour  to  lessen  the  to  convince  our  fellow  men  of  the  utility 
burden  and  lighten  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  justice  of  encouraging  the  cause  in 
that  is  at  this  time  sorely  galling  the  which  we  are  engaged;  and  a  patient  for- 
necks  of  thousands  of  our  brethren  of  co-  bearance  towards  the  mistaken  princi- 
lour,  for  if  we  really  believe  what  most  pies  of  our  opposers. 
men  profess  to  belive,  namely,  that  the  Endeavour  to  convince  your  opponents 
whole  human  race  are  of  one  blood,  it  fol-  by  candid  and  cool  argumenis,  drawn 
lows  of  course  that  however,  they  may  from  the  principles  of  eternal  justice, 
differ  in  the  tincture  of  their  skins  or  humanity,  and  morality,  that  the  cause 
formation  of  their  features,  they  are,  not-  we  advocate  is  bottomed  on  the  solid 
withstanding,  ail  the  children  of  one  com-  foundation  of  truth;  fix  the  arrows  of  con- 
mon  parent;  even  the  great  Jehovah,  viction  in  their  hearts,  and  they  will  not 
the  omnipotent  God  of  heaven;  and  are  rest  well,  until  they  cast  their  slough,  & 
all  equally  entitled  to  participate  in  all  come  out  converts  to  the  sublime  truths 
the  privileges,  emoluments,  and  blessings  of  heavens  mandates, 
assigned  by  the  benevolent  hand  of  heaven.  We  recommend  to  you  to  be  careful, 
as  the  common  portion  of  the  human  fam-  to  avoid  giving  just  cause  to  our  oppo- 
ily;  among  these  freedom  is  the  best  boon  nents  to  charge  us  with  being  disorgan- 
of  heaven.  isers. — Mankind  in  general  revolts  at 

Hence  it  naturally  follows  that  slave-  the  idea,  of  being  dictated  to,  but  there 
ry  is  the  greatest  of  all  possible  earthly  are  few  we  believe  whose  hearts  are  so 
wrongs  or  evils;  and  whilst  we  are  en-  impenetrable  to  the  voice  of  truth,  when 
deavouring  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  it  assails  them  in  the  accents  of  gentle 
those  who  are  at  the  present  time  groan-  and  friendly  guise,  but  will  listen  with 
ing  under  the  yoke  of  bondage,  we  be-  patience  to  its  admonitions,  and  perhaps, 
lieve  we  ought  to  look  forward  and  pre-  finally  become  converts  to  truth  and  jus- 
pare  the  way  by  which  millions  yet  un-  tice.  And  we  beg  leave  to  admonish  all 

bom  may  be  preserved  from  the  miseries  of  the  friends  of  this  institution  against  ir- 

slavery,  which  have  so  severely  oppressed  ritating  the  feelings  of  our  slaveholding 
their  ancestors.  brethren,  and  thereby  increasing  the  mis- 

These  are  the  great  objects  which  this  in-  ery  of  the  sufferers, 
stitution  has  in  view;  to  attain  these.  Be  diligent  in  aiding  one  another  to 
we  adjure  you  that  with  unremit-  encourage  the  timid  and  the  weak,  stir 

ting  industry  you  make  use  of  every  law-  up  the  luke  warm  friends  to  our  cause, 

ful  means  to  facilitate  them;  not  and  cherish  the  sentiment  in  yourselves, 
doubting  but  that  your  labours  in  such  a  and  thereby  iniit.ill  that  principle  into  the 
cause  will  be  attended  with  the  approbat-  minds  of  all  that  are  well  dispos¬ 
ing  smiles  of  heaven,  and  ultimately  be  ed  towards  this  cause  of  justice; 
crowned  with  success.  that  whatever  we  put  our  hands  to,  in 

We  are  aware  that  your  way  in  the  the  service  of  truth,  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
progress  of  this  work  is  surrounded  with  manity,  we  labour  with  all  our  might. 
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One  other  subject  we  recommend  to 
your  consideration;  that  is,  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  we  are  labouring  to  obtain,  is  like  all 
other  humane  objects,  not  to  be  obtained 
without  useing  the  means  necessary — 
those  means  among  others  are  fimds,  re¬ 
quisite  to  defray  the  incidental  expences 
incurred  to  carry  into  effect  the  meas¬ 
ure  adopted  by  this  institution; 
we  theiWore  request  that  you 
contribute  your  mites,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  receive  such  donations  from 
all  the  well  disposed  towards  us,  as  may 
be  offered;  and  such  collections  and 
voluntary  contributions,  when  received,  it 
is  requested  that  the  treasury  of  the  res¬ 
pective  branches,  transmit  it  to  the  trea¬ 
sury  of  this  convention,  as  the  institution 
is  nearly  without  fimds,  and  there  are 
some  just  demands. 

Signed  on  behalf,  and  by  order  of  the 
convention,  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee, 
this  16th  of  8th  mo.  (August,)  1820. 

Attest,  JAMES  JONES,  Pres’t. 

JOHN  COULSON, 

Secretary  pro.  tern. 


AN  ADDRESS 

Delivered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Knoxville 
Branch  of  the  Manumission  Society  oj 
Tennessee. 

Mb.  President, 

With  submission  I  rise  to  make 
some  observations  relative  to  the  evils, 
personal  and  politic,  which  have  induced 
this  society  to  express  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  by  their  orga¬ 
nization;  and  likewise  to  throw  their  in¬ 
fluence  into  the  scale  of  liberty,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  But, 
sir,  it  is  a  delicate,  momentous  and  dif¬ 
ficult  subject,  which  requires  the  deepest 
sympathy  and  keenest  penetration  of  the 
human  heart.  I  would  gladly  leave  to 
abler  pens,  and  men  of  greater  erudition, 
the  arduous  task  of  developing  the  pre¬ 
sent  and  prospective  evils  of  slavery; 
together  with  the  propper  measures  ne¬ 
cessary  for  their  removal.  However,  as 
duty  requires,  I  venture  to  touch  that 
most  prominent,  destructive,  A  monstroas 
evil  of  our  otherwise  happy  country.  And 
first,  it  is  well  known  that  under  the  go- 
vemment  of  teis  state  and  others,  the 
poor  African  is  considered  mere  proper¬ 
ty;  in  consequence  of  which,  six  or  se¬ 


ven  thousand  souls  are  required  to  la¬ 
bour  from  year  to  year  without  a  compen¬ 
sation,  except  a  scanty  support;  and  of 
course  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
laying  up  any  thing  for  their  subsistance 
in  old  age.  This  is  an  evil  that  calls  for 
the  sympathy  of  every  human  heart,  es¬ 
pecially  as  the  servant  has  no  good  secu¬ 
rity  that  his  master  will  support  him  or 
his  family  from  want  in  old  age.  When 
he  begins  to  decline  he  may  be  sold  to  a 
planter  in  the  south,  where  a  few  years  la¬ 
bour  will  pay  for  him; — this  being  done, 
an  oppressive  driver,  and  a  sickly  climate 
may  end  his  miseries  in  a  short  time. — 
But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  feature  of 
the  miseries  of  that  unfortunate  people. 
They  are  exeluded  the  common  opportu¬ 
nities  of  improving  their  minds.  Litera¬ 
ture  in  all  its  various  branches,  is  gener¬ 
ally  hid  from  the  poor  African; — the  Geo¬ 
graphy  of  the  earth,  the  history  of  the 
different  nations  of  the  world, — a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  planetary  system,  with  their 
motions, — the  nature  and  causes  of  the 
different  phenomenons  thot  appear  in 
this  world:  a  knowledge  so  pleasing  to 
the  human  mind,  is  shut  out  from  the 
sons  of  Ham.  The  knowledge  of  the 
human  sjrstem,  of  medicine,  of  law,  of 
government,  is  excluded  from  the  slave 
in  the  very  nature  of  their  situation. — 
But  this  is  not  the  worst.  I  look  into 
that  sacred  book,  the  Bible,  that  treasure 
of  eternal  truth,  calculated  to  reform 
the  morals,  and  enlighten  the  human 
mind,  where  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
affliction  can  go,  let  their  distresses  be 
of  whatever  complection  they  may,  and 
find  something  comfortable  and  consoli- 
tary;  but  alas!  the  sable  African  in  ge¬ 
neral  must  not  have  access  to  this  sacred 
book.  In  Sumner  county.  West  Ten¬ 
nessee,  a  Sunday  school  was  established 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  people  of 
color,  under  the  united  patronage  of  the 
Presbyterians  ahd  Methodists.  But  the 
citizens  rose  in  mobbs,  and  dispersed  the 
scholars,  and  broke  up  the  school.  The 
opinion  of  several  gentlemen,  friendly 
to  the  institutution,  was,  that  it  should 
not  be  attempted  again  under  existing 
prejudices;  so  the  poor  Africans  begging 
for  education,  were  denied  by  men  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  effects,  and  advantages  of 
that  holy  treasure;  but  they  had  not,  nor 
could  they  have  obtain  redress.  Although 
these  may  be  considered  among  the  most 
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prominent  evils,  under  which  the  Afri¬ 
can  groans,  they  are  by  no  means  all, 
that  are  calculated  to  draw  forth  the 
sympathy  of  a  humane  people.  There  is 
onh  case  yet;  suffer  me  to  touch  upon  it 
before  I  drop  this  part  of  the  subject.  I 
look  at  the  institution  of  God,  when  he 
formed  the  human  family,  and  take  into 
consideration  the  innocent,  pure  and  ar¬ 
dent  affections,  which  unite  the  chaste  &. 
modest  virgin  to  her  espoused  husband, 
the  reciprocal  affections,  the  ardour  of 
their  love,  the  happiness  of  the  espoused 
pair;  the  pencil  of  a  Raphiel  must  fail  to 
express,  and  the  tongue  of  a  Phillips  to 
illustrate.  But,  sir,  my  soul  is  struck 
with  horror,  my  mind  is  covered  with  an 
awful  gloom  at  the  thoughts  that  croud 
upon  it  on  this  subject;  that  innocent 
virgin  of  the  daughters  of  Africa  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  be  robbed  of  her  chastity  by  a 
brutal  driver,  and  she  has  no  redress — her 
evidence  is  not  heard  in  law.  A  disclo¬ 
sure  of  the  wicked  act  would  probably 
cost  her  many  lashes,  if  not  life  itself. — 
She  must  part  with  her  innocence,  the 
boast  of  her  sex;  she  has  no  remedy! — 
My  blood  runs  quick  in  my  veins  when 
I  think  of  the  sufferings  of  innocence  on 
this  subject;  but  the  evil  is  not  confined 
to  the  female  sex  alone;  it  affects  the 
male  likewise.  What  must  be  the  feel¬ 
ings,  that  harrow  up  the  soul  of  the  poor 
African  from  day  to  day,  while  he  knows 
that  the  object  of  his  affections,  his 
dear  partner,  is  at  the  entire  disposal  of 
another,  without  remedy  or  redress? — 
These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  horrid  fea¬ 
tures  of  that  evil  which  this  society  hu¬ 
manely  deplores.  But  these  are  not  all; 
1  keep  my  eye  on  the  sacred  rights  of 
matrimony,  and  reflect:  should  that  in¬ 
nocent  virgi.n  with  her  espoused  husband 
be  so  fortunate,  (being  owned  by  diffei^ 
ent  masters)  as  to  escape  this  vortex  of 
misery  as  above  contemplated,  not  from 
the  protection  of  law,  nor  the  operation 
of  public  justice,  but  from  the  mercy  & 
goodness  of  their  owners;  yet  wretched¬ 
ness  and  sorrow  stare  them  in  the  face 
at  every  step.  I  will  suppose  they  have 
been  united  together  in  the  holy  estate 
of  matrimony  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
God,  and  that  several  infants  have 
crowned  their  conjugal  affections;  their 
hearts  are  knit  together  in  love,  they  are 
not  twain,  but  one  in  heart.  They  love 
the  tender  offspring  of  their  own  bodies 


— ^the  partners  of  their  blood.  With 
what  dacrity  the  father  hastens  on  Sa¬ 
turday  evening  to  see  his  dear  compani¬ 
on;  His  little  prattling  children  gather 
around  and  express  their  joy  at  their  fa¬ 
thers  arrival.  The  mother,  though  pro¬ 
bably  clothed  in  rags,  hastens  to  present 
him  with  marks  of  her  kind  affection. — 
But,  alas!  the  master  has  contracted 
debts,  and  they  must  be  paid; — the  father 
and  mother  are  property  and  must  be 
sold!  a  slave  merchant  wdl  give  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  piece  more  for  them,  than 
a  home  citizen;  they  must  be  sold  to  dif¬ 
ferent  masters,  destined  to  different  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  country,  to  see  each  other 
no  more.  News  hereof,  comes  to  his  fa¬ 
thers  ears,  his  heart  bleeds  with  sorrow! 
but  possessing  the  spirit  of  a  man  he  de¬ 
termines  to  bear  whatever  cruelty  itself 
can  inflict;  he  hastens  to  carry  the  dole¬ 
ful  tidings  to  his  companion,  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  support  her  under  their  trials — 
he  ralates  the  case — the  wife  unable  to 
hear  the  news  of  her  seperation  from  her 
ihfants  and  tender  husband,  swoons  and 
falls  in  her  htisbands  arms,  the  children 
gather  round  to  know  the  cause  of  their 
father  and  mothers  grief,  all  bedewed  with 
tears, — Ah!  poor  infants,  it  would  be 
well  if  it  could  be  kept  a  secret  from  you, 
but  it  cannot,  you  must  be  bereft  of  both 
your  parents  in  one  day  to  see  them  no 
more.  The  father  and  mother  get  upon 
their  knees,  they  plead  as  for  life,  not  to 
be  separated,  nor  taken  away  from  their 
little  ones, — the  tears  streaming  down 
their  sable  cheeks  bespeak  the  sorrow  of 
their  hearts;  but  it  is  of  no  avail.  Un¬ 
der  hard  haerted  masters,  and  laws  that 
never  took  their  rise  from  republicanism, 
they  are  sold;  they  are  seperated — see 
them  part — the  children  scream,  the  fath¬ 
er  is  unable  to  abide  the  shock,  he  tries 
to  bid  his  dear  companion  farewell — he 
cannot  speak — his  heart  is  full — he  tiuns 
away  from  the  sorrows  of  his  wife  and 
children;  his  wife  in  bidding  him  farewell, 
swoons,  and  she  falls  down  on  the  cold 
earth — she  is  raised  with  the  lashes  of 
her  new  mastei’s  whip — they  move  off 
weeping,  lamenting  and  wringing  their 
hands  in  sorrow  and  distress!!!  If  there 
is  a  God  in  heaven  shall  such  conduct  go 
unpunished?  We  may  talk  of  hiunanity 
(and  I  believe  there  are  thousands  of  hu¬ 
mane  masters)  but  I  appeal  to  the  God 
of  heaven  if  all  the  miseries  of  the  slave 
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trade  are  not  frequently  experienced  by 
the  Africans  in  their  forced  migrations 
to  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 
But  look  at  some  of  the  consequences  of 
seperating  the  young  men  and  young 
women  at  the  age  of  from  20  to  40  years; 
Is  it  expected  or  intended  that  they  should 
live  in  a  state  of  celibacy  for  life?  I 
think  not;  nature  never  intended  it,  God 
never  designed  it;  but  what  shall  they  do? 
can  they  forget  each  other?  probably  not, 
however  they  have  no  alternative  but 
either  to  live  single  or  embrace  the  bed 
of  another;  the  first  of  these  is  contrary 
to  nature,  the  second  constitutes  them 
fornicators  or  adulterers.  But  shall  not 
a  Holy  God  transfer  the  guilt  to  their 
owners,  as  the  proper  cause,  and  sink 
them  to  ruin?  he  surely  will.  These  are 
some  of  the  evils,  miseries  &  horrors  that 
are  entailed  on  the  African!  happy  those 
who  contribute  to  their  relief.  But  sir, 
I  would  conclude  that  a  state  or  nation¬ 
al  policy  which  involves  a  part  of  the 
community  in  such  distresses,  must  be 
pregnant  with  state  or  national  calami¬ 
ties;  I  therefore  solicit  your  atention 
while  I  examine  some  of  the  effects  in  a 
political  point  of  view: — First,  I  have  ob¬ 
served  it  to  be  the  case  in  slave  states, 
that  as  the  slaves  increase,  manuel  labour 
becomes  disrespectful;  the  consequence 
is,  few  will  labour  who  can  obtain  a  living 
in  any  other  way;  therefore  many  of 
those  who  are  capable,  attempt  a  support 
by  traffic,  rather  than  disgrace  themselves 
by  labour;  in  the  prosecution  of  which, 
cheating,  defrauding,  and  counterfeiting 
are  frequently  practised.  Secondly,  the 
wealthy  conceive  it  to  be  cheaper  to 
have  their  labor  done  by  slaves  than  by 
hirelings,  and  therefore  prefer  them;  the 
consequence  is,  there  is  neither  laboiu* 
nor  wages  for  the  poor  free  man,  and  he 
is  driven  to  some  dishonest  plan  of  pro¬ 
curing  a  livelihood  for  his  family;  and 
many  men  of  fine  feelings  are  detered 
from  marriage  on  this  account;  while  the 
wealthy  slave  holder  by  indolence  and 
luxury,  becomes  effeminate,  and  is  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  raising  a  numerous  & 
healthy  family.  These  two  consequen¬ 
ces  must  have  a  serious  effect  on  the 
white  population.  It  appears  that  the 
white  population  in  the  slave  states,  do 
not  increase  as  fast,  by  50  per  cent,  in 
twenty  years,  as  they  do  in  non  slave 
holding  states,  as  appears  from  the  cen¬ 


sus  taken  in  1790  and  1810.  Whatever 
checks  the  free  white  population  of  our 
country,  is  a  political  evil: — But  slavery 
checks  the  free  white  population  of  our 
country — therefore  slavery  is  a  political 
evil;  and  the  greater  the  check,  the  great¬ 
er  the  political  evil  This  idea  will  appear 
clearer  from  the  following  calculation: 
I  will  suppose  that  the  white  population 
in  the  slave  states  is  three  millions,  (there 
are  likely  more  at  this  time,)  we  learn 
from  the  census  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  would  double  their  numbers  in 
twenty  years,  were  it  not  for  slavery,  but 
in  consequence  of  slavery  they  will  only 
number  four  millions  five  himdred  thous¬ 
and  in  20  years,  therefore  slavery  deprives 
1500,000  white  souls  of  existence  every 
20  years  in  the  United  States,  which  is 
75,000  a  year.  Altho’  this  loss  in  our 
white  population,  is  not  effected  by 
the  hands  of  Pharoah’s  mid  wives,  nor 
the  sword  of  a  Herod  in  Judea,  yet  it  is 
done  by  the  policy  of  the  slave  holding 
states  in  America:  an  evil  which  every 
politician,  who  is  not  warped  by  preju¬ 
dice,  nor  popularity,  will  bear  his  testi¬ 
mony  against. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  conclude,  that  a  pol¬ 
icy  which  had  such  a  pernicious  effect  on 
the  free  population  of  this  country,  must 
be  productive  of  a  contrary  one  on  the 
slave  population.  Where  it  is  not  ex¬ 
cessive,  manuel  labour  and  plenty  of 
rough  diet,  is  calculated  to  strengthen 
and  invigorate  the  constitution,  which  is 
friendly  to  the  propagation  of  the  species. 
Witness,  the  history  of  the  Jews  in  Egypt, 
who  increased  at  the  rate  of  lOOper  cent,  in 
15  years,  and  from  70  persons,  multipli¬ 
ed  in  the  course  of  215  years  to  3,000,000 
and  upwards;  able  to  bring  into  the  field 
600,000  wariors.  Now  sir,  our  Africans 
are  as  well  situated  to  increase  as  the 
Jews  were,  only  for  two  things,  their 
want  of  religious  instruction,  and  their 
frequent  removals  expose  them  to  a  pro¬ 
miscuous  intercourse,  which  doubtless 
prevents  that  rapid  increase  realised  by 
the  Jews,  as  appears  from  the  census  of 
1790  and  1810,  which  only  gives  them  an 
increase  of  65  per  cent  in  20  years,  which 
is  only  about  half  as  fast  as  the  Jews  in¬ 
creased  in  Egypt.  The  number  of  the 
slaves  in  the  United  States  at  this  time 
is  about  1,551,773.  Their  increase  at  65 
per  cent  in  20  years,  will  give  us  about 
40,000  slaves  a  year,  so  that  the  present 
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situation  of  slavery  as  has  been  already 
proven,  deprives  us  of  76,000  free  white 
citisens,  and  gives  us  in  their  place  40,- 
000  slaves  a  year.  Where  is  the  republi¬ 
can  heart?  where  is  the  friend  to  his 
country  who  will  not  shed  a  tear  over 
this  political  evil?  We  further  learn 
from  the  same  sources  of  information, 
that  the  Africans  who  are  at  liberty  in 
the  eastern  states  do  not  increase  as  fast 
by  25  per  cent,  in  20  years,  as  they  do 
in  a  state  of  survitude  in  the  south;  this  is 
an  important  fact,  and  leads  to  impor¬ 
tant  conclusions.  We  could  rationally 
account  for  it,  but  it  does  not  concern 
us  at  this  time.  We  hasten  to  notice  a 
a  more  important  di8covery,which  is,  that 
if  the  Africans  multiply  25  per  cent,  vis: 
one  quarter  slower  in  a  state  of  liberty, 
than  in  a  state  of  slavery,  and  of  course 
the  instantaneous  emancipation  would 
give  the  United  States  30000  Africans  in¬ 
stead  of  40000  a  year,  without  any  injus¬ 
tice  to  the  Africans;  1  ask,  would  not 
that  be  a  good  national  policy,  which 
would  check  the  African  population  to 
the  amount  of  10000  a  year;  but  when  I 
look  at  the  effect  that  such  ameasurewo’ld 
have  on  the  white  population,  as  has  been 
shewn,  via; — that  it  would  give  us  an  in¬ 
crease  of  75,000  a  year;  I  am  led  to  this 
conclusion,  that  a  total  emancipation  of 
of  the  Africans  would  restrict  their  in¬ 
crease  10000  a  year,  and  give  us  in  their 
place  75000  of  a  free  white  population; 
and  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  by  cal¬ 
culations  drawn  from  the  census  of  the 
United  States,  by  figmes  which  cannot 
lie.  Therefore  I  leave  to  a  judicious 
public  to  judge  which  policy  would  be 
best,  that  which  would  give  us  10000 
slaves  a  year,  in  the  place  of  75000  free 
whites;  or  that  which  would  give  us  75,- 
000  free  whites  in  the  place  of  10000 
slaves.  The  present  calculations  are  not 
made  to  insinuate  that  a  total,  and  in¬ 
stantaneous  emancipation  would  be  the 
best  policy  in  these  states;  by  no  means; 
there  are  resources  within  the  reach  of 
the  state  government,  which  I  would  in¬ 
finitely  rather  adopt;  but  previous  to  their 
being  mentioned  I  have  something  more 
to  say: — I  view  the  slaves  as  prisoners  of 
war,  detained  in  servitude  contrary  to 
the  the  laws  of  nature;  and  according  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  principles  of 
eternal  justice,  have  a  right  to  embrace 
any  opportunity  that  Providence  offers 


them,  to  procure  their  liberty;  nor  need 
we  doubt  but  that  they  will  embrace  eve¬ 
ry  opportunity  that  promises  success. 

I  tremble  at  the  thought,  1,541,773 
slaves  doubling  in  a  geomatrical  ratio, 
every  30  years,  in  one  century  will  a- 
mount  to  12  millions,  and  be  equal,  if  not 
superior  in  munbers  to  the  whites  in  the 
southern  states.  They  will  then  be  able 
to  produce  2  millions  of  fighting  men. 
About  this  period,  if  there  should  be  war 
with  any  foreign  power,  we  may  look  for 
them  again  to  act  the  scenes  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  But  should  they  fail,  the  neces¬ 
sary  result  will  be  a  standing  army,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  different  places.  And  as  their 
numbers  increase,  the  army  must  be  aug¬ 
mented,  until  the  ptopulation  of  the  south¬ 
ern  states  become  chiefly  soldiers  and 
slaves.  This  army  must  and  will  run 
the  nation  in  debt,  and  finally  produce 
National  Bankruptcy,  and  revolution. 
Indeed  the  distresses  and  calanuties  con¬ 
sequent  on  the  continution  of  slavery  in 
the  United  States,  are  indiscribable. 

But  I  am  happy  to  see  a  general  con¬ 
cern  manifested  tluough  the  nation  to  a- 
bolish  this  evil.  I  shall  now  attempt  to 
ix>int  out  some  measures  as  a  remedy. 
In  the  first  place  I  would  recommend  a 
more  effectual  way  to  stop  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  slaves  from  Africa;  for  notwith¬ 
standing  the  laws  on  this  subject,  and 
our  cruisers  on  the  African  coast,  and  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  they  are  yearly 
smuggled  in  by  ship  loads.  Now  let 
congress  stop  their  migration  into  all  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  this 
would  check  the  market  for  slaves,  and 
the  trade  of  course  would  depreciate.  I 
would  next  recommend  a  repeal  of  those 
laws  which  embarrass  and  restrain  con- 
sciencious  men  in  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves.  If  this  measure  should  be 
objected  to,  as  fraught  with  consequen¬ 
ces  pernicious  to  society,  I  offer,  against 
the  objection,  the  practice  of  Maryland 
where  slaves  were  about  as  numerous  as 
in  any  other  section  of  the  union,  and  by 
this  judicious  legislative  step,  about  two 
thirds  of  their  slaves  have  been  emanci¬ 
pated;  and  we  have  heard  of  no  very  per¬ 
nicious  consequences  which  have  grown 
out  of  the  measure,  and  negroes  are  not 
so  troublesome  as  they  are  where  their 
masters  are  restrained  by  law  from  e- 
mancipating  them.  Again  I  would  re¬ 
commend  the  legislature  to  give  the 
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slaves  one  day  out  of  the  week  for  them-  ble  to  receive  40000  emigrants  a  year» 
selves,  with  the  liberty  of  purchasing  say  30  years;  and  it  appears  from  the 
their  freedom  in  the  following  way;  sup-  census  of  the  United  States  that  they 
pose  the  slave  worth  $500,  give  five  days  will  double  in  30  years;  and  if  1,541,773 
of  the  week  to  the  master  and  one  to  the  now  gives  us  40000  of  an  increase  year- 
slave;  as  soon  as  he  pays  his  mas-  ly,  and  they  double  in  30  years,  their  in¬ 
ter  $100  with  the  earnings  of  Saturday,  crease  then,  will  be  80,000  per  year,  and 
let  him  be  entitled  to  another,  vis:  Fri-  as  they  go  on  increasing  in  a  geomatri- 
day,  and  as  soon  as  he  pays  $100  cal  ratio,  in  30  years  more,  or  60  from 

more  with  the  earnings  of  the  two  days,  this  time,  their  yearly  increase  will  be 

be  entitled  to  a  third,  and  so  on  till  he  is  160,000,  and  so  on.  Now  sir,  I  think  it 
free.  By  this  economy,  that  part  of  the  appears  from  this  view  of  the  subject, 
slave  population  of  our  country  which  that  to  expect  the  evil  of  slavery  to  be 
could  b^u*  freedom,  and  be  a  benefit  removed  by  the  single  efforts  of  a  society, 
to  society,  would  obtain  their  liberty  independent  of  the  aid  of  the  national 
without  injuring  their  masters,  or  be-  and  state  governments,  is  as  enthusias- 
coming  a  burthen  to  government;  no  ob-  tical  as  if  we  were  to  expect  to  dry  up 
jection  I  think  can  be  made  to  this  mode  the  Holston  river  by  lifting  pale  fulls  of 

of  proceeding,  except  that  of  their  inter-  water  out  of  it.  Therefore,  in  order  to 

mixing  by  marriage  with  the  whites  in  a  succeed,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  endea- 
state  of  freedom,  and  this  is  of  no  weight,  vour  to  call  forth  the  aid  of  the  national 
for  their  practice  in  Maryland  refutes  and  state  governments  on  this  subject, 
the  objection.  There  is  more  illicit  con-  that  their  influence  may  bear  on  the  sub- 
nection  with  them  in  a  state  of  slavery  ject  in  every  possible  direction.  But 
than  there  is  in  a  state  of  freedom.  Fur-  shall  we  be  discouraged  by  the  diflicul- 
thermore  we  would  recommend  a  small  ties  that  present  themselves  in  this  un¬ 
tax  to  be  laid  on  the  slaves,  say  fifty  cents  dertaking?  I  hope  not.  It  is  the  cause  of 
a  peice,  to  be  appropriated  either  to  the  justice  and  humanity,  and  must  prosper, 
purchasing  of  the  blacks,  or  the  coloni-  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  think  so  from 
zation  of  the  free  ones,  or  both  together,  a  consideration  that  as  moral  light  and 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  might  political  knowledge  increases  in  the  na- 
direct.  These  measures  put  into  opera-  tion,  the  moral  &  political  evils  of  slave- 
tion  in  unison  with  the  American  colo-  ry  will  be  more  distinctly  seen,  and  of 
nization  society,  would  inspire  the  vota-  course,  the  greater  the  exertions  of  en- 
ries  of  African  liberty  with  hopes  of  sue-  lightened  people,  to  avert  its  consequen- 
cess.  But  to  suppose  that  any  one  of  ces;  for  slavery  can  only  exist  where  ig- 
these  measures  alone,  or  that  the  coloni-  norance  and  wickedness  reigns, — I  said 
zation  society  of  itself,  can  bring  about  a  it  can  only  exist  where  ignorance  and 

general  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  wickedness  reigns.  This  I  think  is  ca- 

States,  or  effect  the  removal  of  the  in-  pable  of  demonstration,  either  among  the 

crease,  is  in  my  opinion  chimerical  in  masters  or  the  slaves.  But  I  shall  con- 

the  highest  degree;  which  I  think  will  fine  my  ooservations  at  present  to  the 

appear  to  others  as  well  as  myself,  if  they  slaves  alone;  and  ask,  was  it  not  a  con- 

take  a  correct  view  of  the  subject.  Con-  sciousness  of  the  truth  of  my  proposition 

sider  the  present  annual  increase  of  that  influenced  the  legislature  of  this 

slaves  in  the  union,  40000;  and  I  ask,  is  it  state  to  lay  a  fine  of  $10  on  any  minis- 
possible  for  the  colonization  society  to  ter  who  would  throw  light  on  this  subject 
purchase  40000  slaves  a  year?  this  would  in  the  presence  of  slaves?  They 
require  (admitting  them  to  be  worth  on-  knew  that  to  instruct  them  in  their  mor- 
ly  $300  a  piece)  12,000,000  of  dollars,  al,  civil,  and  natmral  rights,  would  be  to 
or  half  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  spoil  them  as  slaves.  I  would  here  en- 
States.  But  if  they  were  free,  could  the  quire,  is  that  spirit  of  missionary  exer- 
colonization  society  bear  their  exp>ences  tions  which  seems  to  have  attracted  the 
to  Africa?  this  at  $20  a  piece  would  a-  attention  of  the  world,  and  shone  so  lu- 
movmt  to  $800,000.  But  if  the  society  minously  in  this  our  country,  to  be  direc- 
were  able  for  this,  could  a  colony  receive  ted  to  all  the  unenlightened  inhabitants 
40000  emigrants  in  one  year?  it  surely  of  the  globe,  to  the  entire  neglect  of  a 
would  take  a  colony  some  time  to  be  a-  people  who  live  amongst  us,  and  who 
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stand  in  as  great  need  as  any  other? 
“Charity  begins  at  home.”  Some 
efforts  have  already  been  made,  which 
has  produced  a  struggle.  Individuals 
who  dread  the  idea  of  enlightening  the 
Africans,  oppose  the  measure — light  and 
knowledge  will  be  defused  among  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth,  but  especially  of 
this  country,  notwithstanding  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  such  as  will  oppose  all  measures 
calculated  to  do  away,  and  redress  the 
evils  of  slavery.  The  colonisation  and 
manumission  societies,  together  with  all 
others  that  may  engage  in  this  good  work, 
should  act  as  mediators,  between  the  op¬ 
pressor  and  the  oppressed;  and  by  their 
gradual  emancipating  efforts,  and  coloni¬ 
sing  exertions,  in  union  with  the  great 
operations  of  this  nation,  will,  I  trust,  be 
enabled  to  appease  the  restless  and  dis¬ 
satisfied  disposition  of  the  blacks,  until 
they  can  procure  their  final  emancipation, 
and  restore  to  them  those  natural  rights 
which  have  been  so  long  withheld;  and 
place  them  once  more  in  a  respectable 
situation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Though  the  prospect  be  distant;  the  ob¬ 
structions  great;  the  difficulties  numer¬ 
ous;  yet  the  work  will  be  done.  And 
men  of  talents  and  courage  who  embark 
and  persevere  in  this  great  good  cause,  in 
its  infancy,  their  names  will  go  down  to 
posterity  with  the  Franklins  and  Wash¬ 
ingtons  of  America,  who,  by  their  wis¬ 
dom  and  prowess,  deUvered  this  land 
from  British  influence, — but  these  from 
slaverys  baleful  consequences,  and  Af- 
ricas  dreaded  sons. 

•^The  Editor  has  made  free  to  make 
several  alterations  and  corrections  in 
the  above  piece,  having  that  liberty  al¬ 
lowed  him  when  it  was  handed  to  him. 
He  hopes  the  author’s  meaning  will  be 
found  to  be  materily  retained,  and  the 
subject  in  no  instance  injured. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  MISSOURI. 
Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  taken  from  the  St.  Louis  Enqui¬ 
rer. 

ARTICLE  3. 

Section  26.  “The  General  As¬ 
sembly  shall  have  no  power  to 
pass  laws, 


First,  for  the  emancipation  of 
slaves  without  the  consent  of  their 
owners ;  or  without  paying  them 
before  such  emancipation,  a  full 
equivalent  for  such  slaves  so 
emancipated;  and 

2d.  To  prevent  bona  fide  emi¬ 
grants  to  this  state, or  actual  settlers 
therein,  from  bringing  from  any  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  any  of 
their  territories,  such  persons  as 
may  there  be  deemed  to  be  slaves, 
so  long  as  any  persons  of  the  same 
description  are  allowed  to  be  held 
as  slaves  by  the  laws  of  this  state. 

They  shall  have  power  to  pass 
laws, 

1st.  To  prohibit  the  introduc¬ 
tion  into  this  state  of  any  slaves 
who  may  have  committed  any  high 
crime  in  any  other  state  or  terri¬ 
tory. 

2d.  To  prohibit  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  any  slave  for  the  purpose 
of  speculation,  or  as  an  article  of 
trade  or  merchandise. 

3d.  To  prohibit  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  any  slaves  or  the  offspring 
of  any  slave,  who  heretofore  may 
have  been,  or  who  hereafter  may 
be  imported  from  any  foreign 
country  into  the  United  States,  or 
any  territory  thereof,  in  contra¬ 
vention  to  any  existing  statute  of 
the  United  States. 

4th.  To  permit  the  owmers  of 
slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving 
the  rights  of  creditors,  where  the 
person  so  emancipating  will  give 
security  that  the  slave  so  emanci¬ 
pated  shall  not  become  a  public 
charge. 

It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary, 

1st.  To  prevent  free  negroes  & 
mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  set- 


88 


THE  EMANCIPATOR— 9th  MONTH  30,  1820. 


ling  in  this  state,  under  any  pre¬ 
text  whatsoever;  and 

2d.  To  oblige  the  owners  of 
slaves  to  treat  them  with  humani¬ 
ty,  and  to  abstain  from  all  injuries 
to  them  extending  to  life  or  limb. 

Sec.  27.  In  prosecutions  for 
crimes,  slaves  shall  not  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  an  impartial  trial  by  jury ;  & 
a  slave  convicted  of  a  capital  of¬ 
fence  shall  suffer  the  same  degree 
of  punishment,  and  no  other,  that 
would  be  inflicted  on  a  white  per¬ 
son  for  a  like  offence ;  and  courts 
of  justice  before  whom  slaves  shall 
be  tried  shall  assign  them  counsel 
for  their  defence. 

Sec.  28.  Any  person  who  shall 
maliciously  deprive  of  life,  or  dis¬ 
member  a  slave,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  would  be  inflicted 
for  the  like  offence  if  it  were  com¬ 
mitted  on  a  free  white  person.” 

Passing  over  all  the  other  parts 
of  this  extract,  I  shall  make  a  few 
remarks  on  that  clause  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  to  make  laws  “to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  com¬ 
ing  to,  and  setling  in  this  state, 
under  any  pietext  whatsoever.” 

It  was  streniously  insisted  upon 
by  the  American  people  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  (and  I 
think  with  propriety)  that  men 
have  a  right  to  emigrate  to  any 
country,  with  a  view  to  settle,  and 
become  citizens,  by  demeaning 
themselves  to  the  laws  of  the  coun¬ 
try  to  which  they  emigrate.  This 
doctrine  went  down  with  every  re¬ 
publican  a  few  years  ago.  The 
world  was  considered  to  be  “the 
Lord’s,and  the  fulness  thereof”  for 
every  mans  enjoyment,  in  every 
clime  where  his  wandering  foot. 


or  enterprising  mind  might  carry 
him.  It  was  insisted  that  Britain 
had  no  right  to  say  to  her  sons  you 
shall  not  go  out  of  the  realm,  and 
if  you  do,  you  are  ours  wherever 
we  can  And  you.  We  insisted 
that  men  had  a  natural  right  to 
leave  their  native  country,  and  of 
course  to  come  to  ours,  or  any  o- 
ther,  and  of  course  we  had  no  right 
to  prevent  their  coming  and  setling 
amongst  us  and  becoming  citizens. 
Let  us  see  how  this  doctrine  so 
lately  advocated  by  the  American 
people  as  being  orthodox  republi¬ 
canism,  will  accord  with  the  above 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Mis¬ 
souri.  It  was  insisted  that  men  of 
all  nations  had  a  right  to  come,  not 
because  we  were  willing,  but  be¬ 
cause  all  men  had  a  natural  right 
to  go  to  any  country,  and  of  course 
it  would  be  anti-republicanism  to 
prevent  their  coming.  Apply  this 
to  Missouri,  and  contrast  it  with 
this  part  of  their  constitution. 

If  this  natural  right  of  men  to 
emigrate  themselves  to  any  coun¬ 
try  they  may  please  be  given  up, 
and  taken  from  them,  see  to  what 
lengths  the  doctrine  may  lead.  If 
the  people  of  Missouri  have  a  right 
to  prevent  free  “negroes  and  mu¬ 
lattoes”  from  emigrating  to  that 
country,  for  no  other  cause  but  the 
crime  of  having  a  dark  skin,  they 
also  have  a  right  to  prevent  all 
fair  skined  people,  black  or  blue 
eyed,  fair,  black,  or  red  haired 
pe9ple  on  the  same  principle,  pro¬ 
vided  they  would  take  an  antipa¬ 
thy  against  any  or  all  of  these  dif¬ 
ferent  complexions.  Indeed  the 
principle  will  go  farther,  if  ad¬ 
mitted,  for  if  they  have  a  right  fb 
exclude  any  discription  of  people 
(unless  it  be  such  as  have  by  their 
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misconduct  forfeited  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  society)  they  have  a  right 
to  exclude  all  but  those  that  are  al¬ 
ready  within  the  limits  of  the  state, 
and  I  dont  know  but  the  same 
principle  would  authorise  them  to 
say  that  all  the  poor,  or  all  the 
weak  should  be  pushed  out  by  the 
strong,  and  that  there  is  no  rule  of 
right  but  power.  There  is  no 
doubt,  (after  admtiting  the  princi¬ 
ple  assumed  by  the  said  clause  in 
the  constitution  to  be  correct)  but 
that  they  have  a  right  to  exclude 
the  citizens  of  any,  or  every  of  the 
United  States“f  rom  coming  to,and 
setling  within  the  limits  of  this 
state  under  any  pretext  whatsoev¬ 
er,”  &  by  this  means  monopolize  to 
themselves  the  whole  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  notwithstanding  all  others  of 
every  colour  who  have  been  pay¬ 
ing  taxes  ever  since  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  have  been  contribu¬ 
ting  to  the  support  of  government, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  and 
either  directly  or  indirectly  have 
been  helping  to  pay  the  original 
purchase  money  given  for  that 
country ;  but  now,  at  the  caprice  of 
a  few,  are  debared  a  just  and  equal 
participation,altho,  for  aught  they 
know,  some  of  the  very  discription 
of  men  which  they  exclude,  have 
already  laid  out  their  money  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  from  the  United 
States,  within  the  limits  of  that 
state. 

Is  this  &  republican  constitution? 
If  not  I  hope  it  will  not  be  received 
by  congress  into  the  Union,  as  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States 
requires  that  the  state  constitu¬ 
tions  or  governments,  be  of  re¬ 
publican  form. 

I  hope  it  may  not  be  received,  & 
if  not,  I  hope  there  will  be  another 


effort  made  in  congress  to  inhibit 
slavery  in  that  state,  at  a  future 
session,  and  if  a  few  of  the  anti-re¬ 
publican  members  could  be  left  at 
home,  who  oppose  the  measure 
before,  it  might  succeed.  Citizens 
and  electors,  guard  the  rights  of 
man,  and  be  aware  whom  you  e- 
lect  as  your  representatives  in  con- 
gres,  for  hell  is  about  to  enlarge 
her  borders,  and  tyranny  her  do¬ 
main,  and  nothing  seems  to  have 
prevented  it  but  being  too  greedy 
and  trying  to  include  too  much. — 
No  republican,  no  friend  of  this 
country,  no  lover  of  the  rights  of 
man,  ought  to  vote  for  a  person  to 
represent  them  in  congress,  who 
has  or  will  advocate  the  further 
spread  of  this  curse  of  America, 
this  indelible  stain  upon  our  na¬ 
tional  escutcheon. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Editor,  from 
a  eorreapondent  in,  Norfolk,  (Fa.) 
dated 

ArausT  27th,  1820. 

“There  is  now  a  law  in  this  state  which 
took  place  the  Ist  day  of  January  last 
which  prohibits  schools  being  kept  for 
teaching  coloured  people,  under  the  pen¬ 
alty  of  three  dollars  for  every  offence,  if 
free,  or  20  lashes  on  the  bare  back;  or  if 
slaves,  20  lashes.  It  subjects  white 
persons  to  the  same  penalty;  and  enjoins 
on  all  magistrates  &  sheriffs,  under  the 
penalty  of  8  dollars  for  refusing  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  law.  The  informer  is  to  have 
the  whole  of  the  fine. 

My  wife,  who  had  a  Sabbath  school  for 
coloured  children,  which  she  taught  grat¬ 
is  for  3  or  4  years  past,  has  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  it  up;  altho  none  were  ad¬ 
mitted  but  those  who  were  free,  A  those 
who  had  written  permits  from  their  own¬ 
ers.  She  had  more  than  one  hundred 
scholars  at  a  time;  and  altho’  the  school 
was  supported  by  some  of  the  best  men 
in  town,  and  several  of  the  magistrates, 
yet  I  was  presented  before  the  grand  ju¬ 
ry,  and  nothing  saved  me  but  the  pre- 
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sentment  being  made  before  the  law  be¬ 
came  in  force.  Before  I  consented  for 
the  school  to  be  broke  up,  I  consulted 
with  the  States  Attorney,  who  was  much 
in  favour  of  the  school,  &  a  pious  man,  who 
said  that  it  was  so  pointe^y  against  the 
laws,  that  he  himself,  as  the  prosecu¬ 
tor,  would  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of 
it. 

I  am  so  disgusted  with  my  native 
state,  that  if  I  could  dispose  of  my  pro¬ 
perty  without  too  great  sacrifice,  old  as 
I  am,  I  would  remove  to  a  land  of  liber¬ 
ty!!!” 

Is  this  the  language  of  the  state  of  Vir¬ 
ginia?  the  state  that  once  complained  of 
George  the  3d  of  England  for  introduc¬ 
ing  African  slaves  amongst  them,  and 
for  not  sanctioning  laws  friendly  to  their 
emancipation.  “Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 
publish  it  not  in  Askelen,”  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  that  were  once  oppressed  by  the  king 
of  England,  and  cried  to  the  Lord  for 
relief,  and  on  being  delivered,  fell  upon 
their  weaker  brother  and  oppresse  d  him 
with  an  oppression  so  much  greater  as 
to  bear  no  comparison. 

Will  justice  always  slumber?  has  that 
God  to  whom  they  appealed  in  1776,&who 
they  believe  heard  their  cries,  and  deliv¬ 
ered  them,  ceased  to  regard  the  cause  of 
the  oppressed? 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  and  pain  to 
hear  of  a  single  individual  refusing  to 
allow  their  slaves  the  opportunity  of  ob¬ 
taining  that  scanty  education  which  ma¬ 
ny  pious  people  are  latterly  disptosed  to 
bestow  on  them  on  that  day  of  the  week 
which  the  law  prohibits  their  mas¬ 
ters  from  exacting  labour  from  them;  but 
when  I  hear  that  at  least  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  a  state  in  this  sty¬ 
led  republican  government,  has  made  it 
a  crime  equal  to  pettit  larceny  by  their 
diabolical  laws;  and  that  in  this  time  of 
meridian  daylight,  when  missionaries 
from  all  Christendom  seem  to  be  vieing 
with  each  other,  who  will  spread  the 
knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  and  the  art 
of  reading,  the  farthest  and  widest  a- 
mong  the  heathen,  and  dark  families  of 
man.  The  state  of  Virginia  has  taken 
her  stand  against  these  benevolent  ef¬ 
forts;  when  I  reflect  on  these  aggravated 
circumstances,  I  am  filled  with  an  awful 
apprehension  of  a  day  of  just  retribution 
being  near  at  hand;  and  methinks  a  storm 
is  gathering  over  their  heads,  which  will 


burst  in  the  destruction  of  those  that  are 
found  fighting  against  God;  from  which 
there  is  no  escape  but  by  sincere  repen¬ 
tance,  and  amendment  of  life. 

I  believe  there  are  but  few,  even  of  the 
most  savage  governments  now  in  the 
world  that  prevent  missionaries  from  ed¬ 
ucating  their  subjects  in  the  knowledge 
of  letters.  Shall  Virginia  be  at  least  e- 
qual  if  not  superior  to  the  most  savage 
and  despotic  heathen  governments  up¬ 
on  earth  in  preventing  the  cultivation  of 
the  human  mind,  and  not  be  ashamed? 
O!  Virginia!  Virginia!  Claim  no  longer 
thy  boasted  preeminence  among  these 
free  republican  states,  since  thou  hast 
ranked  thyself  amongst  the  most  savage 
of  mankind,  and  pledged  thyself  to  fos¬ 
ter  ignorance  and  suppress  the  rays  of 
light  which  some  of  thy  children  have 
been  induced  to  disseminate  freely  with¬ 
out  money  and  without  price!!! 

EMANCIPATION. 

Two  citixens  of  Knoxville  Ten.  both 
professors  of  religion,  fell  into  conversa¬ 
tion  about  slavery.  One  is  a  member  of 
the  Manumission  Society.  The  Manu- 
missionist  endeavoiu^d  to  convince  the 
other  of  the  impropriety  of  slavery  upon 
both  political  and  Christian  principles; 
the  other  insisted  that  Christians  were 
priviledged  to  hold  slaves,  but  admitted 
the  impropriety  of  slavery  upon  politi¬ 
cal  principles,  while  the  emancipator 
denied  the  propriety  of  it  upon  both. 
The  Emancipator  owned  a  woman  slave, 
who  was  the  wife  of  a  black  man  owned 
by  the  other.  A  banter  at  length  was 
made  by  the  owner  of  the  negro  man,  for 
the  other  (the  Emancipator)  to  emanci¬ 
pate  his  negro  woman  and  give  practi¬ 
cal  evidence  of  his  opinion,  and  that  if 
he  would,  he  would  emancipate  his  ne¬ 
gro  man;  and  give  him  a  house  in  Knox¬ 
ville  rent  free  for  one  year;  but  the  E- 
mancipator,  after  having  some  time  to 
consider  whether  he  would  put  his  doc¬ 
trine  into  practice,  refused  to  do  it;  but 
the  other  actually  went  into  court  at  the 
July  sessions  in  Knoxville,  in  this  year, 
and  gave  the  security  which  the  law  re¬ 
quires,  and  did  emancipate  his  negro 
man,  who  is  now  in  the  full  exercise  of 
liberty.  I  hope  the  magnanimity  of  this 
Emancipator  will  be  equelled  by  the 
manumissionist  by  the  next  term  of  the 
county  court  at  Knoxville. 


THE  EMANCIPATOR- 

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Ashwood  Place,  (Miss.)  July  31. 

Sib: 

You  have  thought  proper  to  ad¬ 
dress  to  me  several  numbers  of  “The  E- 
HANCiPATOR,”  edited  and  published  by 
you,  at  Jonesborough,  in  Tennessee;  an 
honor,  which  was  both  unsolicited  and 
unexpected. 

The  price  demanded  for  your  sheet 
annually,  being  one  dollar,  is  to  my  mind, 
conclusire  evidence,  that  you  represent 
an  association  of  individuals,  in  another 
section  of  the  United  Stales,  who  bear 
the  expense  of  the  work  you  have  under¬ 
taken,  and  reward  your  labours;  and  that 
your  position  in  the  western  country,  has 
been  selected  with  a  view  to  economy. 

I  regard  it  as  an  effort,  mischievous  in  its 
tendency;  designed  to  sever  the  bond  of 
social  harmony,  which  ought  to  be  cher¬ 
ished,  and  strengthened  in  every  part  of 
the  union,  and  totally  unworthy  of  pub¬ 
lic  patronage.  I  cannot,  therefore  sub¬ 
scribe,  even  one  cent  for  your  paper,  and 
have  no  wish  to  receive  it  on  any  terms. 

The  same  providence,  which  has  per¬ 
mitted  African  slavery  in  the  new  world, 
will  point  to  the  period  of  its  happy  ter¬ 
mination.  Every  real  Christian,  &  pat¬ 
riot,  will  look  with  patient  hope,  for  the 
“consumation  devoutly  to  be  wished”  of 
that  event,  without  resorting  to  means, 
calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  excite  pas¬ 
sions  and  prejudices,  the  most  unfavora¬ 
ble  to  domestic  ttranquility,  and  national 
prosperity. 

Your  fellow  citisen, 

GEO.  POINDEXTER. 

Note.  The  preceding  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  editor  a  few  days  since  at 
the  expense  of  25  cents  postage;  which, 
from  the  noval  jealousies  discoverable 
therein.  Sc  for  some  other  reasons,  he  has 
thought  right  to  publish  it,  and  intends 
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making  a  few  remarks  on  it  in  the  next 
number  of  the  Emancipator. 

Ed.  Eman. 


To  the  Abolition  and  Manumission 

Society  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  Convention  for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  sla¬ 
very,  being  again  assembled  to 
take  into  consideration  the  means 
for  advancing  the  important  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  friends  of  this 
righteous  cause  have  in  view,  the 
ultimate  and  entire  abolition  of 
slavery,  deem  it  their  duty  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  different  societies  asso¬ 
ciated  for  the  purpose  of  further¬ 
ing  this  desirable  object. 

We  have  learned  with  pecu¬ 
liar  satisfaction,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  communications 
made  to  this  Convention  from 
the  societies  by  whom  it  has  been 
constituted,  that  the  friends  of 
abolition  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  still  continue  to 
be  animated  by  an  active,  laud¬ 
able  and  honorable  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  oppressed  humanity,  & 
that  much  good  has  been  effect¬ 
ed  by  their  exertions.  In  nu¬ 
merous  instances,  the  shackles 
of  the  captive  have  been  broken 
and  the  unhappy  victim  of  cupi¬ 
dity  and  avarice,  illegally  held 
in  bondage,  has  been  set  free. 

The  legislature  of  New  York, 
by  the  timely  exertions  of  the 
manumission  society  of  that  state, 
assisted  by  many  benevolent 
individuals,  have  been  induced, 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Convention,  to  fix  a  period  for 
the  final  termination  of  slavery. 
When  we  see  the  labours  of  the 
friends  of  abolition  prosper  thus 
in  their  hands,  and  their  laudable 
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exertions  crowned  with  ultimate 
success,  it  ought  to  animate  and 
strengthen  us  in  continuing  to 
promote  so  good  a  cause,  and  to 
fix  in  us  a  determination,  under 
the  blessings  of  heaven,  to  perse- 
verere  unto  the  end.  Much  has 
already  been  done.  Thirty-se¬ 
ven  years  ago,  in  all  the  states 
forming  the  American  common¬ 
wealth,  slavery  was  legalized.  — 
Now  we  can  enumerate  nine 
states  in  which  slavery  is  abolish¬ 
ed,  or  does  not  exist ;  two  of  which 
are  among  the  largest,  the  most 
populous,  and  the  most  wealthy 
states  in  the  union.  But  much 
remains  yet  to  be  done.  Whilst 
there  exists  in  our  country  more 
than  ONE  MILLION  TWO  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  SLAVES,  shall  we  be 
lulled  into  fancied  security  be¬ 
cause  much  has  already  been 
gained  ?  because  so  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  human  family  have 
been  rescued  from  the  thraldom 
of  this  worst  of  moral  and  poli¬ 
tical  evils,  and  have  had  realized 
to  them  the  great  truth,  that  all 
men  are  created  equally  free,  &  that 
no  legislative  enactments,  no  cus¬ 
toms,  or  hereditary  claims  can 
alienate  this  birth-right  of  man? 
Let  us  be  aroused  to  continual 
watchfulness;  and  whilst  we  are 
influenced  by  a  becoming  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  oppressed  humani¬ 
ty,  let  us  never  depart  from  the 
original  ground  we  have  assu¬ 
med.  the  ultimate  and  entire  abo¬ 
lition  of  slavery  in  our  land.  — 
This  was  the  original  and  great 
purpose  for  which  we  associated, 
and  it  has  hitherto  been  the  light 
shining  out,  and  directing  us  in 
all  our  exertions. 

At  no  period  were  circumspec- 


ition  and  vigilance  more  necessa¬ 
ry  than  at  the  present.  The 
prohibition  of  the  slave  trade 
from  abroad,  has  given  rise  to 
a  system  of  traffic  in  our  fellow 
beings,  as  lawless,  and  as  cruel, 
as  that  which  formerly  prevailed 
on  the  African  coast.  Kidnap¬ 
ping,  which  offers  such  tempta¬ 
tions  to  avarice,  has  become  a  sys¬ 
tem,  and  it  is  notorious  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  several  states,  are  altogether 
inadequate  to  its  suppression  or 
prevention.  Whatever  may  be 
the  activity,  &  however  success¬ 
ful  the  industry  of  those  who  are 
hostile  to  these  barbarous  inva¬ 
sions  of  the  rights  of  our  fellow 
beings,  in  detecting  such  practi¬ 
ces,  and  arresting  the  guilty,  so 
long  as  the  laws  are  insufficient 
for  the  punishment  of  such  of¬ 
fences,  the  perpetrators  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  work  of  wicked¬ 
ness.  The  Convention  there¬ 
fore  recommend  to  the  different 
societies,  and  request  individuals 
to  have  presented  as  early  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  memorials  to  their  res¬ 
pective  state  legislatures  and  to 
the  general  government ;  calling 
their  attention  to  this  important 
subject,  in  order  that  measures 
may  be  taken  more  effectually  to 
check  these  unjustifiable  and  ne¬ 
farious  practices. 

The  formation  of  societies 
where  they  do  not  now  exist,  is 
also  deemed  a  matter  of  primary 
importance  to  the  advancement 
of  the  great  cause  we  have  in 
view.  By  their  means  may  be 
disseminated  more  extensively, 
those  principles  and  views  which 
we  maintain  and  avow,  and  the 
innocent  victim  of  cruelty  and 
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avarice  may  be  shielded  from  the 
hand  of  lawless  violence. 

The  moral  and  religious  in¬ 
struction  of  the  people  of  colour 
is  also  an  important  consideration 
with  the  friends  of  abolition.  — 
For  it  is  to  little  purpose  that  the 
body  is  loosed  from  the  fetters  of 
slavery,  if  the  mind  remain 
shackled  by  ignorance  and  su¬ 
perstition.  The  man  who  is  un¬ 
enlightened,  and  thus  disquali¬ 
fied  for  the  enjoyment  of  ration¬ 
al  liberty,  is  not  half  a  freeman. 
The  great  debt  we  owe  to  this 
people,  is  not  discharged  when 
their  freedom  is  procured.  We 
are  bound  by  the  obligations  of 
Christianity,  to  impart  to  them 
the  blessings  of  education,  and 
that  light  and  knowledge  which 
we  have  received ;  by  which 
means  we  shall  enlarge  the  bounds 
of  their  usefulness,  and  their 
happiness.  The  Convention 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  different  societies  and  to  in¬ 
dividuals  interested  in  the  cause, 
the  formation  and  establishment 
of  schools,  for  the  instruction  of 
coloured  people,  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  neighbourhoods.  The  suc¬ 
cess  that  has  already  attended 
such  schools  where  they  have 
been  established,  furnishes  as¬ 
surance  that  from  this  source 
may  be  anticipated  the  happiest 
results. 

Signed  on  behalf,  and  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  Convention.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  August  8th,  1817. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  jr.  Pres’t. 
Attest,  WALTER  SAWYER,  Sec. 


Bitraet  of  a  letter  to  the  editor  dated  Row 
an  County,  N.C.  the  8th  of  8th  mo.  1820. 
“  Unknown  but  much  eeteemed  friend. 

— Being  a  subscriber  to  thy  (I 


trust)  very  useful  paper,  and  ob¬ 
serving  in  the  address  in  the  first 
No.  that  thou  would  be  willing  to 
receive  communications,  relative  to 
the  treatment  of  the  poor  blacks,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  inform 
thee  of  a  melancholy  circumstance 
which  recently  took  place  in  my 
own  neighborhood.  On  the  death 
of  a  slave  holder,  his  slaves  were 
hired  by  the  year  for  the  benefit  of 
his  heirs,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
this  state.  One  young  man  served 
one  year,  and  about  the  time  he 
was  to  be  hired  again  he  absconded 
from  his  (then)  master,  under  a 
determinution  to  live  no  longer  with 
him.  However  the  man  hired  hTm 
as  he  ran,  and  in  a  short  time  he 
was  taken  and  given  up  to  him. — 
He  ordered  him  to  go  home,  and 
said  that  when  he  came  home  he 
would  settle  with  him.  The  poor 
unhappy  negro  walked  off,  but  be¬ 
fore  he  got  home  he  turned  into 
the  woods  and  i  hanged  himself 
dead.  Altho  I  have  never  under¬ 
stood  that  the  man  is  considered  a 
cruel  master,  I  suppose  the  poor 
negro  knew  him  so  well  as  to  fear 
the  consequences  more  than  death. 
I  have  thought  that  all  such 
things,  if  published,  would  be  of 
some  service  to  the  cause  of  abo- 
litiou,  as  it  goes  to  show  the  de¬ 
structive  policy  of  man’s  holding 
man  in  absolute  subjection.” 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  editor  dated 
Knoxville,  May  5th,  1820. 

"Friend  Embree, 

In  the  first  number  of  the  Eman¬ 
cipator  I  see  some  original  lines  of  poet¬ 
ry  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

When  the  author  of  the  poem  parted 
with  the  original  manuscript  he  did  not 
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expect  that  it  would  ever  see  the  public. 
The  author  does  not  attach  any  blame 
to  you  for  publishing  it;  it  was  more  the 
result  of  accident  that  the  manuscript 
strayed  so  far  beyond  his  controul,  than 
any  improper  conduct  in  any  person. 

I  request  that  you  would  republish  the 
piece  marked  as  a  quotation  from  the 
2d  verse,  as  some  people  understood 
the  prayer  contained  in  the  two  last  vers¬ 
es,  as  the  language  and  sentiment  of  the 
author.  Or  if  you  think  proper,  publish 
so  much  of  this  note  as  you  may  think 
necessary,  to  shew  the  real  meaning  of 
the  piece. 

The  speaker  is  represented  as  being  a 
man  once  in  a  comfortable  situation,  but 
now  in  the  most  abject  state  of  slavery, 
and  a  heathen,  and  not  knowing  any 
thing  about  the  mild  and  charitable  sen¬ 
timents  inculcated  in  the  Gospel.  If  the  | 
prayer  contained  in  the  two  last  verses 
be  two  rash  for  a  man  raised  in  Christen¬ 
dom  to  use,  I  think  it  consistent  with  the 
character  and  knowledge  of  a  heathen." 

THE  AUTHOR. 

iSThe  reader  will  do  well  to  turn 
to  the  Ist  No.  of  the  Emancipator,  and 
read  the  poem  in  page  12  and  13,  where¬ 
by  he  will  better  understand  the  above 
letter,  as  some  exceptions  have  been  ta¬ 
ken  to  that  poem. 


From  the  Philanthropist. 

The  editor  of  the  Western  He¬ 
rald  is  warmly  and  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  contests  on  the  subject  of 
slavery.  The  Pittsburg  Mercury 
and  the  Scioto  Gazette  are  his  op¬ 
ponents,  the  former  on  the  conduct 
of  Henry  Baldwin  in  relation  to 
the  Missouri  Question,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  on  advertising  runaway  slaves. 

Although  I  conceive  the  editor 
of  the  Herald  is  in  no  need  of  as¬ 


sistance,  yet  some  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Scioto  Gazette,  as  implicat¬ 
ing  the  character  of  the  state  of  0- 
hio,deserve  some  notice  from  other 
editors  as  well  as  the  Herald. 

The  editors  suppose  that  few 
printers  in  this  State  will  be  found 
willing  to  aid  the  editor  of  the 
Herald  in  “his  Quixottic  enter- 
prize”  of  refusing  to  advertise  run¬ 
away  slaves.  In  this  I  presume  he 
is  mistaken.  The  sentiments  of  the 
Scioto  Gazette  are  probably  not 
held  by  more  than  four  or  five  of 
the  editors  in  this  state,  and  to  de¬ 
fend  these  sentiments,  appears  to 
have  fallen  on  the  Gazette  alone. 

These  editors  profess  to  depre¬ 
cate  the  enormities  of  slavery  ,&  to 
desire  its  abolition,  but  they  enter- 
sperse  their  arguments  with  senti¬ 
ments  totally  at  variance  with 
their  professions. 

They  suppose  we  are  morally 
bound  to  insert  the  advertisements 
in  question,  and  adduce  a  number 
of  arguments  to  prove  it.  One  of 
these  arguments  is  quite  singular. 
It  is  founded  on  the  precept  of  our 
Saviour,  to  do  unto  others,  as  we 
would  they  should  do  unto  us. — 
The  application  in  this :  if  we  were 
slave  holders  and  in  pursuit  of  ab¬ 
sconding  slaves,  we  should  wish  to 
be  assisted,  therefore  we  are  bound 
to  assist  those  who  are  in  such  pur¬ 
suit.  This  doctrine  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  convenient  for  the  kidnapper, 
the  slave  trader,  and  in  short  for 
every  grade  and  description  of  de¬ 
predators  on  the  rights  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  mankind.  The  editors  of 
the  Gazette,  while  they  were  say¬ 
ing  we  should  do  unto  all  men  as 
we  wish  they  should  do  unto  us, 
seem  to  have  totally  forgotten  that 
the  negroes  are  men,  and  are  con- 
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sequently  embraced  in  the  policy 
of  this  Precept. 

Let  them  fancy  themselves  slaves, 
whether  among  the  the  planters  of 
Virginia,  the  lords  of  the  western 
wilds,  or  the  posessors  of  power 
on  the  shores  of  the  Medeterrane- 
an. — Let  them  suppose  themselves 
subjected  to  every  cruelty,  priva¬ 
tion  and  indignity  that  might  suit 
the  whim  of  an  unfeeling  master, 
and  that  they  should  become  “fu¬ 
gitives  from  labor.”  Would  they 
wish  that  every  human  being 
wherever  they  went  should  become 
their  enemy,  and  join  in  the  hue 
and  cry  after  them  ?  If  they  would, 
the  argument  they  have  advanced 
may  do  for  them. 

They  remind  their  opponent  too, 
of  the  RIGHTS  of  masters.  If 
they  intend  to  be  understood  that 
the  rights  of  the  masters  are  para¬ 
mount  to  the  rights  of  the  slaves, 
they  not  only  identify  themselves 
with  slaveholders,  but  deny  the 
very  foundation  of  our  political 
system.  If  this  is  not  their  mean¬ 
ing,  whatever  it  is  it  amounts  to 
nothing. — 

They  think  that  slavery  is  a 
“curse”  that  it  is  the  “misfortune” 
more  than  the  “crime”  of  the  slave 
holders.  We  will  say  nothing  of 
the  ingenuity  of  this  classification, 
but  it  must  be  remarked  that  they 
must  feel  an  extreme  kindness  to 
the  slave  holders  when  they  would 
exert  themselves  to  keep  them  in 
full  possession  of  their  “curses” 
and  “MISFORTUNES.”  They  would 
carry  this  kindness  even  further. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  is  an 
important  distinction  in  the  United 
StateS“Some  are  denominated  Free 
States,  and  others  Slaveholding 
States,  and  these  distinctions,  are 


marked  by  “Geographical  lines;’ 
but  the  editors  of  the  Gazette  sup¬ 
pose  that  “if  parties  are  [continue 
to  be]  divided  by  geographical 
lines”  the  most  alarming  conse¬ 
quences  may  be  expected,  and  ^  he 
whole  continent  be  finally  set  in 
a  flame.  What  then  is  to  be  done 

to  prevent  all  this?  The  inferrence  seems 
to  be,  to  destroy  these  “geographical 
lines'”  and  if  possible  let  there  be  no  par^ 
ties.  The  only  way  of  effecting  the  first, 
is,  to  let  there  be  no  free  states,  or  no 
slave  states;  and  in  relation  to  the  second 
there  must  be  parties,  if  we  please  to  use 
the  term, — there  must  be  a  decided  divia- 
ion  of  sentiment,  so  long  as  some  of  us 
maintain  that  “all  men  are  created  equai, 
and  are  endowed  by  their  creator  with 
certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which 
are  life,  liberty  and  the  piursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness” — while  others  suppose  that  some 
men  are  bom  to  be  masters,  and  others 
are  bora  to  be  slaves. 

In  conclusion  we  deny  that  there  is  a- 
ny  such  thing  as  the  “rights  of  masters,’’ 
to  abridge  the  rights  of  any  other  hu¬ 
man  being.  This  we  may  boldy 
assert  wherever  the  “rights  of  Kings” 
are  denied — In  the  next  place,  we  take 
no  active  part  in  inducing  slaves  to  leave 
the  sevice  of  their  masters— (this  much  we 
say  gratuitously, — it  is  concession  to 
slaveholders — )  and  we  are  under  no  ob¬ 
ligation  to  assist  in  their  apprehension 
when  they  do  abscond.  In  fact  we  can¬ 
not  so  assist  without  a  dereliction  of  prin¬ 
ciple — 

But  whenever  a  slave  acquires  a  right 
in  law,  to  his  freedom,  we  consider  our¬ 
selves  under  strong  obligations  to  aid 
him  in  securing  these  rights. 

THE  EMANCIPATOR. 

There  still  continues  to  be  great 
complaints  respecting  the  mail 
conveyance  of  this  paper.  Sever¬ 
al  have  been  miscarried,  even  in 
the  short  distance  between  this  & 
Dandridge,  or  else  mislaid  after 
arriving,  altho  it  is  a  stage  route 
all  the  way,  and  but  about  70  miles. 
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I  am  also  informed  by  the  post¬ 
master  at  Jamestown,  N.  C.  that 
but  four  paper  arrived  of  the  4th 
No.  whereas  there  were  upwards 
of  twenty  directed  to  that  office. 
I  entrust  no  person  to  put  them  up 
but  myself,  and  do  it  to  the  best  of 
my  skill.  Such  uncertainty  in  the 
mails  is  certainly  discouraging  to 
subscribers;  but  if  those  who  do 
pay  punctually  for  their  paper  will 
inform  me  of  the  particular  num¬ 
bers  which  they  have  not  received, 
I  will  send  them  again  until  they 
have  the  full  number. 

Some  papers  have  been  return¬ 
ed  with  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  I  had  directed  them  torn  off, 
which  renders  it  impossible  to 
know  who  returned  them,  of 
course  their  papers  are  not  discon¬ 
tinued  ;  some  few  others  have  been 
wraped  up  as  letters  and  directed 
to  me,  whereby  I  was  subjected  to 
letter  postage  ;among  this  class  are 
Jonathan  Tipton’s,  of  Blount 
County,  Ten.  James  Dardis’  and 
Wm.  Montgomery’s,  of  Knoxville. 
Without  entering  into  any  nice  dis¬ 
quisitions  to  discover  whether  such 
conduct  is  any  better  than  pocket 
picking,  I  leave  my  readers  to 
judge  for  themselves. 

Notwithstanding  the  opposition 
and  obstructions  which  have  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  in  the  way  of 
this  work,  I  find  they  do  not  avail 
much,  for  I  believe  that  no  week 
has  passed  since  1  began  to  pub¬ 
lish  it  without  receiving  six  sub¬ 
scribers,  and  some  weeks  near  fif¬ 
ty.  During  last  month  I  believe  I 
received  about  one  hundred  new 
subscribers,  and  near  as  many 
this ;  and  many  have  punctually  re¬ 
mitted  the  money  for  them,  having 
now  from  15  to  1800  which  take 


it  as  subscribers,  besides  several 
hundred  more  whose  intentions 
are  not  yet  known.  For  which  I 
am  under  obligations  to  the  friends 
of  this  cause  in  several  of  the 
states,  through  whose  benevolent 
exertions  many  subscribers  have 
been  obtained.  1  am  now  about 
reprinting  the  1st  and  2d  No’s, 
which  when  done  shall  be  forward- 
j  ed  to  subscribers  without  delay. 

I  have  received  several  excellent  pie¬ 
ces  in  manuscript, among  which  is  an  ora¬ 
tion  delivered  on  the  4th  of  July  last, 
wherein  the  subject  of  slavery  is  perte- 
nantly  handled  ;which, for  want  of  room  are 
not  found  in  this  number,  but  will  be  at¬ 
tended  to  in  the  next. 

The  croud  of  new  and  interesting  mat¬ 
ter  which  has  presented  itself  unexpec¬ 
tedly  to  me  since  I  began  this  work,  has 
prevented  the  history  of  the  Manumis¬ 
sion,  and  other  Societies  of  the  same  na¬ 
ture  from  being  attended  to  as  much  and 
as  early  as  was  expected,  but  these  ob¬ 
jects  are  not  forgotten,  but  shall  be  at¬ 
tended  to  when  matter  of  greater  mo¬ 
ment  does  not  offer.  Communications 
are  still  solicited,^  will  be  as  promptly 
attended  to  as  I  reasonably  can.  Cases 
of  unusual  barbarity  should  be  noticed  by 
every  friend  of  humanity,  and  the  partic¬ 
ulars  respecting  them,  if  well  authenti¬ 
cated,  and  directed  to  me,  shall  be  atten¬ 
ded  to.  The  publishing  of  such  naratives, 
have  a  tendency  to  call  forth  our  sympa¬ 
thies,  and  to  shame  the  perpetrator,  and 
prevent  like  abuses. 

I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the 
success  of  the  I.ancasterian  school  for 
the  coloured  people  of  liCxington  Ky. 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  Union 
Humane  Society  of  Ohio,  and  that  of  the 
Female  African  Association  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  ar  well  as  any  others  of  like  nature 
in  the  IT.  S.  will  be  thankfully  received. 

All  communications  to  me  must  either 
be  poet  paid,  or  directed  to  me  as  post¬ 
master  at  Embree’s  Ironworks,  Sullivan 
County  Tennessee. 

S^Subscribers  in  N.  C.  who  will 
leave  the  money  for  their  paper  with  the 
Post-Master  at  New  Garden,  against  the 
yearly  meeting,  shall  have  receipts  for 
the  same  deposited  with  him. 


